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was opened for
further inspec-
tion. "The D\E
player was
empty, with
no rnotor unit.
It instead con-
tained rvires
r n d  n l a : r , n c  "

sats Customs
Officer Fcti
Cooper. Our
guys thought
these ryere
parts of a bomb
making devise
and brought it
for further in-
c , rpn i inn  T  rpn-

cg:lzeci r: nc=
o\lr prevrous
trainings that it
may have some-
thing to do with
bank machiles.
We called the
police Director
Aguon and met
with Financial
Investigations
Unit," he add-
ed.
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RIM maohines auetted
Alert officers preuent financial loss to th,e community

By: L.N. Reklai

Koror .  Pa lau .  Apr i l  25 .
2016, a possible theft ofperson.
al banking information from
ATMs in Palau was averted.
when an attentive and well-
trained Border and Custom=.
officers detectpd an ATM car.d
skimming devise hrddcn insLde
a DVD player in package to be
delivered to a visitor to Palau.

A Fed Ex package was re-
ceived by Customs Office at the
Palau International Airport. It
originated from Indonesia and
addressed to a non-resident fe-
male who supposedly was stay-
ing at a local hotel.

Customs Off.cer \ixon
Rdiallul, upon inspection ol
the package, noticed a plastic
sticking out of the DVD player
that did not iook like a normal
part of the product. On a look
out for drugs, the D\D player
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Alt_eppt to tdmper local
ATM machines averted
. FROM PAGE 1

^ _ "They brought the package here and we imnediately identi-
fied it as an ATM skimming device. We contacted tfr" f,Sf irl.
Saipan because ofthe recent incident ofATM skimming in Saipan
and compared notes," statbd Nelson Werner of the FIU.

Managers oflocal banks were also alerted and caled. to iden-
tifu the item and they ali agreed that it was ATM skrmmine de-
vise. The devise also had different fittings to fit different AiMS
in Palau. "Those guys are doing an amazing job!,, declared Mat-
thew Cruz of Bank of Guam Branch, of the Customs offrcers. ,,It
is such a small unassuming item but they caught it! Saipan did
not catch it until after they have been impacted,,, added Guz.

A team from Customs Office and Drug Taskforce arranged for
a cootrol drop of the package. The lady Maria Marisa, u Ro-._
nian passport holder, to whom the packaged was address, refused
to accept the package. The lady and male companion, also a Ro-
manian passport holder were interviewed extensivelv and both
denied any knowledge of the package.

With not enough evidence to chargd the lady and her com_
panion, no arrest was made and the suspects departed palau on
April 27, 2016. The woman of interest, according to Immigration
records, had been to Palau before. "In her f.rst trip to palau,
she came through Guam right after the Saipan incident,,, stated
Werner of FiU.

"We are in direct communication with the FIU offices in Ma-
nila, Indonesia, Italy and Romania as well as the FBI on thrs
matter," said Werner. "The couples were not charged but any in.
formation we have on them including passport information, have
been shared with relevant agencies," he added.

Early this month, First Hawaiian Bank in Sainan waa tar.
geted by card skimming devises. Theee devises are connected to
ATM machines and collect the bank data and pIN numbers from
people's ATM or credit cards when people use ATM. Information
may be sold or used by others.

"Now that we know what this i.s, our officers are on high alert,,,
stat€d Customs Offrcer Foti Cooper.'We are very lucky we caught this before they were able to use it.
A lot ofpeople could have been affected," added Werner.

FIU press release urged the commr.rnity to be mindful of the
ATM card skimming threat and noti$' your bank or law enforcement
personnel if anythjng suspiciow with their iocal bant ATMs.
lnguar launches...
. FROM PAGE I
that the project aim is to revive, strengthen, and continue the tra-
dition of taro patch practices (olekiis, melisiich, mengeluolu e me-
lemolern a tehoi ra mesei) with hopes that it wi-ll have a ,,domino
effect" on the rest of Palau.

_ Governor Ngirutang elaborated that Angaur State will help
hdividualg who are interested in developing and reviving the old taro
patches. "This can bring many opportunities to the people ofAngaur
beside just fmd security," stated Governor Ngirutang.

Outlining his plans, Ngi_rutang sees opportunitiei in tourism and
other .  pnnnnmin  nnnnr ' i r rn i t iae  ao  - - " ' r l+  ^ f i - ^ -^^^^ , r  - - ^ r . . - ! i ^ -  ^ ! r^ - - -

Palau runl$ lst,..
. FROM PAGE 1
and civil liberties as measured
by Freedom House. Although it
is home to China, where over
half the world's Not Free popu-
lation lives, and North Korea,
the least free country in the
world, a number of Asia-Pacific
countries have made impres-
sive gains in the institutions of
electoral democracy-elections,
political parties, pluralism-
and in freedom of association,"
according to Freedon House
publication.

May 1, 2016 will mark the
first officjal meetlng ofthe new-
ly created Palau Media Council
which is made up of indepen-
dent members of Palau media
as well as government media.

May 3'd is declared by Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly
to be the World Press Freedom
Day to raise awareness and im-
portance of the freedom of the
press.
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The BMR Actins Dbector'went on to s€y that thi program
nas rec-erved many approved re-
quests lTom community members
who would Like to be dan farm-
ers and the Bureau is doine its
best to acmmmodate them. Usu-
ally it is a first come, fi-rst sewe
poljcy in the scheduling of the
construction of new clam nens
and the Actins Di-rector savslhat
after the ongoing trochus as-
aessment, the PMDC, which has
several technicians undertaking
the suwey, will return to their
schedule and pick up the pace in
eleclrng new c.tam Dens.
- Thi Bureau's pro-active ef-
lort to assist new clam farmers
in increasing the number of seed-
Iings to their stock has become a
major objective and the ActilE
Director has alreadv commii-
ted PACA to find marketins for
the other farmers who, like most
constituents in the grass roots
commurrities, are hard pressed
to easily have the Tone-y-to pu-r-
cnase more seed t0 trutld uD their


